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SEASONS HOSPICE FOUNDATION IS HELPING YOU CREATE A LEGACY FOR THE DAY
New online social networks help you to stay in touch with family, create a bucket list, and leave behind messages for loved ones

DES PLAINES (June 20, 2014) – Seasons Hospice Foundation will host a community open house- Celebration of Legacies on July 8, 2014 in Des Plaines. Attendees will learn the importance of leaving behind a legacy for their family and friends, creating a bucket list, and how an online social network can deliver future messages to their loved ones even after their gone. Seasons Hospice Foundation and their partners, BeRemembered and CareFlash want to celebrate life and honor its end by offering people tools for “social healing” through the use of social networking sites.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendees will be able to create their very own bucket list on BeRemembered.com. BeRemembered is a free online social networking service. At BeRemembered, you can record how you want to be remembered by your family, friends and loved ones, even after you leave this life. You can record stories of your life, add pictures and video, describe how your end of life funeral event to be, even store private messages that are delivered to loved ones after you leave this life. Just by creating a bucket list at the event, attendees will be entered into a contest sponsored by the Seasons Hospice Foundation. One random winner will be chosen and will receive $500 that will be put towards one of their items on their bucket list. Also, if you would like to make a donation online at www.seasonsfoundation.org, BeRemembered will match online donations from July 8-31, 2014.

“I think everyone has a desire to tell their story or share a message with their loved ones – things they never had the courage to say face-to-face, or important lessons they want their kids or grandchildren to remember. BeRemembered.com offers a way for individuals to record and share their life in their words,” said Marty Strohofer, Vice President of Marketing and Product Management for BeRemembered.com. “We are excited to partner with Seasons Hospice Foundation to bring this tool to patients and families. The entire Seasons Hospice Foundation team is dedicated to providing healing moments for families and celebrate legacy. BeRemembered.com offers a way for every family to share in this.”

Seasons Hospice Foundation has also partnered with CareFlash, an online social network built specifically to help friends and families who are going through tough life events such as illnesses, recovery, rehabilitation or the months following a loss. CareFlash is a robust site rich with features that not only helps friends and families rally around their loved ones, but gets beyond the sympathy messages to real, meaningful engagement. Computer workstations will be set up at the event for attendees to log on and view the CareFlash site and learn about its features.

“Often times, the most logical yet elusive assets for progressing through anxiety and grief due to illness or loss are friends and loved ones,” said Jay Drayer, CEO, CareFlash. “By partnering with Seasons Hospice Foundation, those who accompany loved ones on an end of life journey in hospice, as well as in the challenging months that follow, will have a resource to help them heal physically, psychologically, emotionally, spiritually and socially.”

“The social angle in healing is easily one of the most important, but most elusive assets for enhancing peace of mind,” said Greg Grabowski, President and CEO of Seasons Hospice Foundation. “CareFlash and BeRemembered allows Seasons to bring another layer of innovative care to patients and families, while tastefully touching many more people through the goodwill that arises in connection with the compassionate care that Seasons provides.” 

Celebration of Legacies will be hosted at Season’s Hospice & Palliative Care’s Des Plaines office at 606 Potter Road. Additionally, attendees will be able to view real legacy displays, wishes that have been granted, and meet the supportive care team from Season’s Hospice & Palliative Care who make it all happen. The open house will be from 11:00 a.m.-7:30 p.m. and will be featuring a wine and cheese celebration from 5:00-7:30 p.m.

Seasons Hospice Foundation
Even small acts can have a profound impact on the lives of hospice patients and those closest to them. Seasons Hospice Foundation incorporated as a free standing 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization, brings comfort to hospice patients and families, supports community education to increase awareness about the benefits of hospice, funding for special programs and applied research to improve the quality of hospice care. 

BeRemembered 
BeRemembered is a free online social networking service. At BeRemembered, you can record how you want to be remembered by your family, friends and loved ones, even after you leave this life. You can record stories of your life, add pictures and video, describe how your end of life funeral event to be, even store private messages that are delivered to loved ones after you leave this life.

CareFlash
CareFlash is a private online social platform for developing meaningful communities in ways that enhance whole healing and improving outcomes around recovery, rehabilitation or in the months following loss. CareFlash partners with organizations all across the care continuum, enhancing the care they provide and fostering quality outcomes, including healthcare organizations and medical practices; home health and hospice; independent living; eldercare and long-term care; substance recovery; behavioral care; advocacy; faith based organizations; pharmacy and funeral providers. CareFlash’s purpose is to enhance healing, recovering, aging and grieving while benefiting a provider’s marketing and professional and community relations.
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